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" The effort to spiritualize the promise to Abraham from KXrfpovoiua to 
Xarpeta, from a territorial to a religious sense, is characteristic of the 
Alexandrian writers" (p. 238). In 7 : 42, /'. <?., in the second part of 
the speech — 

"We have as sharp a distinction as in Barnabas and Justin between the 
\6yta fu»ra originally delivered to Moses for the people in fulfilment of the 
promise, whose time for fulfilment had now come, that they should serve him 
in the appointed place, and the ceremonial law " (p. 264). " Our author agrees 
with the Clementine writer that the temple-building of Solomon was an act 
of tyrannous ambition, perverting a place of prayer into a display of royal 
magnificence. Herein he is followed, as we know, by Barnabas, etc." 
(P- 272). 

These are but sentences taken from a carefully welded argu- 
ment which aims to prove that we have in this speech a kind of 
thinking and reasoning which lines up with the efforts of the great 
apologists, and which is inspired by Alexandria. A reply to all this 
involves a step-by-step consideration of the exegesis involved. The 
speech, according to Professor Bacon's interpretation, cannot be his- 
torical, and in that assumption he is confronted by some of the best 
students of these very chapters of the Acts. Whether, however, one 
agrees with the conclusions of the paper or not, he must be grateful for 
the masterly, suggestive, and stimulating discnssion which it offers. It 
compels one to examine once more this part of the Word, and one can 
but feel that the serious objection to all that is given us lies, not in the 
possible Alexandrianism of the speech, but in the doubt which is cast 
upon its historicity. 

James Stevenson Riggs. 
Auburn Theological Seminary, 
Auburn, N. Y. 

Old Testament History. By G. Woosung Wade. With three 
maps. London: Methuen, 1901. Pp. vi -f- 532. 6s. 
In this handy volume Dr. Wade surveys Old Testament history 
from the creation of the world to the death of Antiochus Epiphanes, 
including the Maccabean period for the sake of the book of Daniel. 
The author is clear in style, concise without meagerness or loss of 
vividness, and progressive in the development of his theme. He has 
a standpoint from which to view the Old Testament records, is ever 
conscious of that position, and consistently carries his general concep- 
tion through his work, interpreting, disposing, and relating his material 
in accordance with his opinion of the nature of his sources. He 
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discerns very little history in the book of Genesis, and regards the 
early narratives as naive conceptions. Beginning with the book of 
Exodus, he finds abundant historical material, very whit as much as, if 
not more than, does Kittel, and he often has a happy explanation of 
perplexing statements, situations, and events. In his treatment of the 
Hebrew records for the period subsequent to the descent into Egypt, 
he undertakes a series of reductions. The biblical narrative is relieved 
of the supernatural, and reduced as far as possible to the providential. 
The remnant of the supernatural, that refuses to yield to this process, is 
removed by the assumption that it is poetic description, or " providence 
magnified ," or tradition developed by the religious imagination. In 
the natural account thus secured uncertainties remain, due to the 
remoteness of the recorder from the events and to apparent conflict 
between the authorities. The attempt must, of course, be made to 
reduce uncertainty to certainty. This theory is thoroughly intelligible, 
and has its legitimate place in careful, scholarly criticism, provided 
that the investigator does not rule out the possibility of the super- 
natural in history — which Dr. Wade disclaims the intention of doing — 
but considers its attestations. Despite his disclaimer, the miraculous 
seems to be, in the mind of the author, always a condemnation of the 
record ; and the method in general, as practiced by him, is rather too 
easy and its application too forceful. Apart from this, the author 
shows a certain weakness as a historian in his failure, after the elimina- 
tion of the supernatural, to sift the remaining material critically and 
separate the true history in his sources. He constantly leaves his readers 
to do what he should have done for them, or have assisted them in doing. 
Such clauses abound as " probable on the whole," " if the account has a 
historical foundation," " depicts more or less faithfully." He impresses 
the attentive reader as giving narratives for what they are worth. 

It is interesting to notice that Dr. Wade interprets the Meneptah 
stele so far in accord with Dr. W. W. Moore as that he regards the 
attack upon the Israelites as made while they were at Kadesh. 

John D. Davis. 
Princeton, N. J. 

Israels Geschichte von Alexander dem Grossen bis Hadrian. 
Von A. Schlatter. ( = " Reiche der alten Welt," Band 
III.) Calw und Stuttgart: Vereinsbuchhandlung, 1901. 
Pp. 342. M. 3. 

The object of the historical series, "Reiche der alten Welt," is to 
" present chiefly those states of antiquity which are of especial interest 



